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Background

* The federal Clean Air Act establishes national health standards for
six pollutants:

— Fine particulates

— Ozone

— Carbon monoxide
— Nitrogen dioxide

— Sulfur dioxide

— Lead

* All states must develop air quality plans and programs to comply
with these standards — permitting, inspections, emission control
measures

* Colorado meets all of these standards except for ozone along the
Front Range urban corridor

* Colorado also experiences high particulate levels on occasion
mainly due to natural events — windblown dust and smoke 2
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On this day, particulate levels approached the standard but did not

metro and North Front Range areas; July 4, 2012
exceed it in Denver

Smoke from Wyoming and Montana wildf

down the Front Range
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