Attachment B

February 7, 2013

Letter of Support for SB 74

As an employee of Central Colorado Water Conservancy District | have been able to
witness firsthand the harm to our water rights and to our members as a result of the
court ruling regarding the WR Jones Ditch and what the court determined to be an
“expansion of use”.

The Legacy Ditch Bill is a sound piece of legislation that will avoid future harm to
water rights when they fall under the criteria of the bill. Without passage of this bill,
agricuitural users will continue to be fearful of allowing a change of use, especially
on a ditch wide basis, because they feel their irrigated acreage will be reduced. It
doesn’t seem to matter that the historical usage dates back over a hundred years.
The very real threat exists that if some attorney can find an esoteric document
hidden away for decades that calls into question the original “intent” of how many
acres the ditch will irrigate, an ag user could lose the right to irrigate land that they
have farmed for generations.

Cities have the ability to pay powerful attorneys and their clerks to spend countless
hours in search of some scrap of paper hidden away that might question the original
“intent” of the appropriator. Most water districts, farmers and ditch companies have
neither the time nor money to search out these records, or spend countless hours
fighting these claims in court.

To top it off, current law allows the court to interpret that “intent”, which may be
ambiguous or unclear. SB 74 would give clear direction and guidance to the court
under these circumstances. The rules of the bill are very specific as to the date of the
ditch decree, and if the decree is silent regarding permissible acreage. Then and only
then would it allow the court to use irrigated acreage equal to the maximum used in
the first 50 years of the decree.

A proposed amendment to the bill, requiring review of the underlying record,
completely defeats the whole purpoese of the bill. Contrary to some emotional
reaction, SB 74 will help protect senior rights along the river.

I respectfully ask the Senate Ag Committee to give their full support to SB 74.
Sincerely yours,

Kathryn L. Parker

Public Information/Education Officer

Central Colorado Water Conservancy District, Groundwater Management
Subdistrict, and the Well Augmentation Subdistrict



