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The purpose of this agency letter is to increase awareness and encourage county department
staff to assist Colorado Works participants and Food Assistance Program participants to apply for
and receive the Federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). The EITC is a special federal tax
benefit for working people who earn low or moderate incomes. Participants should also be
advised and encouraged to utilize the free tax assistance and counseling opportunities available
and cautioned about paying for commercial tax preparations or taking the “rapid refund loans”.

Background:
In Colorado, many families, based on their low income, are not required to file a tax return and do

not realize they can claim the credit for which they are eligible. Additionally, taxpayers who file
taxes, but who don't claim the Earned Income Tax Credit will not automatically receive the credit
despite the status of an individual's eligibility for the Eamed Income Tax Credit. Individuals can
call 211 at no charge to leamn about tax credits and to find help filing their taxes. Taxpayers may
request that the IRS calculate the EITC but they must indicate their eligibility for the credit on the
IRS Schedule EIC form and on line 63 of the IRS 1040 form.

Procedure or Information:

Rule Manual Volume Il at Section 3.620.4 (9 CCR 2503-1) requires counties to provide
assistance for Colorado Works participants in application and receipt of the EITC. Section
3.807.22 says an applicant/participant must make every reasonable effort to secure potential
resources and income.

For the purposes of determining eligibility for Colorado Works, the Eamed income Tax Credit
(EITC) shall be exempt from consideration as income or as a resource (3.612.1 GG). EITC is
also exempt as income and resources for the Food Assistance Program (B-4225.7), Part A 12 (10
CCR 2506-1).

This year, free tax assistance, financial education and services will be offered for low income
individuals, including Colorado Works and Food Assistance participants. The filings will be
electronic at the Denver Asset Building Coalition (DABC) sites. These locations are in the Metro
Denver area but anyone who comes in will receive help, regardless of their county of residence.
The DABC U.S. Bank locations will also assist participants in opening bank accounts. Efforts
have been made so that both the materials and volunteers at the sites will be able to
accommodate language differences. Free brochures and information about tax credits for
working families and locations providing assistance in filing taxes are also available from the
Piton Foundation in both English and Spanish by calling 211 toli-free or at http//www.piton.org .




For additional information visit the following websites.

+ Internal Revenue Service and Volunteer income Tax Assistance visit:
htp://iwww . denverabe.org

* Call 211
e Call Statewide 1-800-829-1040

e Or refer to http://www.irs.qov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040.pdf and http/iwww.piton.org/. for detailed

instructions
Effective:
Immediately
Supercedes:
TCW 09-02-1
Contact Person:
For Colorado Works:
Email Colorado Works Policy at Coworks.issues@state.co.us or contact:
Katie McDougal Legislative and Regulations Specialist (303) 866-2882
-or-
Katie mcdougal@state.co.us
For Food Assistance:;
Email Food Assistance Policy at foodstamp. policy@state.co.us or call:
Carol Saile, Food Assistance Policy Staff Supervisor 303-866-2538
Connie Bley, Food Assistance Policy Staff 303-866-4583
Surinder Chopra, Food Assistance Policy Staff 303-866-2484
Amanda Dyer, Food Assistance Policy Staff 303-866-5108
Audrey Garcia, Food Assistance Policy Staff 303-866-4748
Lynn Grey, Food Assistance Policy Staff 303-866-2792
Megan Jackfert, Food Assistance Policy Staff 303-866-3857
Laura Nouet, Food Assistance Automation and Policy Supervisor 303-866-2740
Andrea Powner, Food Assistance Automation and Policy Specialist 303-866-2512
Dylan Uhlir, Feod Assistance Policy Staff Dylan.Uhlir@state.co.us

Sharla Voigt, Food Assistance Automation and Policy Specialist 303-566-4328



